*    MEN    *

Tree, Crockford's, Garrick, Graham's, Guards', Oriental,
Oxford and Cambridge, Portland, Royal Naval, Travel-
lers', Union, United Services, Junior United Service,
University, West Indian, White's, Windham, To these
we must add the Reform Club, founded in 1837.

The Athenaeum has not changed much in the course
of a century. In 1857 we hear that members complained
of the new gas lighting, which produced such an atmo-
sphere in the dining-room that no one without copper
lungs could hope to survive. The Alfred and the Clarence
were literary clubs; the Garrick was mainly theatrical.
The Oriental was famous for its curry, and for the crim-
son complexions of members who had seen service in
India, whereas the prevailing complexion at the West
Indian was said to be lemon yellow. The Windham was
the first club to allow strangers to dine.

In exclusiveness the clubs rivalled AlmacKs. Only in
very exceptional circumstances could anyone connected
with trade aspire to enter them. The membership con-
sisted mainly of fashionable men of no occupation, mem-
bers of the Services, and the professions of law and the
church.

But perhaps the most distinctive feature of club life
in the last century was the gambling. Brooks* and
White's had a long tradition of high play, the latter was
BrummelTs favourite resort. Other clubs where high
play took place were Boodles, Arthur's, the Guards,
Graham's, and most famous and ruinous of all, Crock-
ford's. The proprietor of this last was a former fish-
monger, and his special abilities appear to have been a
remarkable facility for mental arithmetic and an ex-
tremely tenacious memory. Otherwise he was commonly
supposed to be virtually illiterate. His mental quickness
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